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Writing at New Town

How do we teach writing in school?




National Curriculum

* Learning to write is one of the most important and most difficult things that
your child will do at primary school.

* When your child writes, they put together all the other skills they have
learned in English: creating ideas, forming letters, remembering their
spellings, choosing the right words and checking their grammar.

The National Curriculum divides writing into two broad areas: transcription and
composition.

Transcription covers the technical aspects of
writing: handwriting, spelling, grammar & punctuation, and so on.

Composition is about creating at text by sharing ideas, thinking of the audienc
and structure.


https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-handwriting/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-spelling/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-grammar/

Handwriting at New Town

We have high expectations that all children produce neat handwriting that
they are proud of.

Children are taught to write with
a lead out so that they can easily
join all letters in words. The aim
is that by the end of Year Two all .

children are producing neat, h- t- at k- L
joined up handwriting
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Group 1

Letters starting by pulling back - counter
clockwise

c,a,0g4dnq,e

Group 2

Letters you start by pulling down

itk

Group 3

Letters you pull down, then go up and over
in a clockwise direction

n,m, r,p,h,Db,

Group 4

Letters that pull down, go under and up
the other side

u, Yy,

Group 5

Letters that pull down with a diagonal line
and then go up (or have a diagonal line)

V, W, X, Z

Group 6

Curvy letters

f, s




Spelling at New Town

1. Explicitly teach a spelling rule and provide opportunity to practice
spellings in school.

2. Encourage children to have a go - builds confidence and practice
spelling skills.

3. Encourage children to apply phonics to spell new words.

4. Encourage children to read through their writing and check for
spelling errors - does it look right? Use a dictionary

5. Encourage reading - the more we read, the more words we see.

You can support your child with these things at home too.




Grammar and Punctuation at New Town

« Having a good knowledge of grammar allows your child to communicate
their ideas and feelings, and helps them choose the right language for any
situation.

« By the end of primary school, your child will be expected to understand
and be able to use all the grammar and punctuation set out in the
National Curriculum.

* Once pupils are familiar with a grammatical concept, they are
encouraged to apply and explore this concept in their own speech and
writing, and to note where it is used by others (Reading).




Tick one word to complete the sentence below so that it is grammatically
correct.

The window was by a ball.

Tick one.

broked

broke

broken

breaked

1 mark

Which of the sentences below uses commas correctly?

Tick one.

We'll, need a board, counters, and a pair of dice.

We'll need a board, counters, and a pair, of dice.

We'll need a board, counters, and, a pair of dice.

We'll need a board, counters and a pair of dice.




The Write Stuff - Composition

To ensure high quality teaching and learning of writing we follow The Write Stuff
Scheme of work.

Why use The Write Stuff?

* “The Write Stuff” by Jane Considine to help with developing children’s vocabulary
and to ensure the National Curriculum is being followed.

* ‘The Write Stuff’ follows a method called ‘Sentence Stacking’ which refers to the
fact that sentences are stacked together and organised to engage children with
short, intensive moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to
their own writing.

* This approach makes sure that all of our children are exposed to high quality texts
that stimulate quality responses to reading, high quality writing and purposeful
speaking and listening opportunities.




Key benefits of The Write Stuff

* Pupils understand how to apply sentence scaffolds to their independent
writing as they develop their expertise.

* Standards improve because many worked examples are provided over the
year that extend understanding through a wide range of genres and non-
fiction text types.

* Children have a clear view of what high quality writing looks like and their
learning is structured clearly and misconceptions dealt with.

* Pupils know how to improve their writing and make it more focused and
actionable feedback is provided to guide their learning.

* Children have a concept of how to build, plan and complete a piece of writing
due to narrative maps and non-fiction shapes.
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Year One
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The Queen’s Hat: Plot Point 8

Thursday 5* October
Adverbs
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slowly, softly, carefully, gently, beautifully, elegantly, delicately
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Thursday 28" September
Verbs

climbing, scrambling, scaling, clambering, scrabbling, mounting
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Friday 6" October

Monday 2™ October

Feelings

scared, frightened, terrified, annoyed, frustrated, dizzy
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<\\;\' rooftops, people, cars, landmarks, shop fronts, buses, phone boxes, taxis
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Monday 9" October
Sights

grass, pavement, kerb, faces, drains
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Year Two
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Year Six
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How can you support your child at
home?

- Read, read, read!
- Help to complete homework




