
New Town Primary School 
Our Learning: Year Four - Spring Term 2023-24 

Hazel and Hornbeam 
 

  Learning at school Learning at home 

English 
We will be focussing on writing a narrative adventure 
using the novel Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by 
Roald Dahl as a stimulus for writing. After this we will 
be producing poetry based on The River by Valerie 
Bloom. We will be concentrating on using a rich and 
varied vocabulary in our writing while we explore 
different types of sentences and styles of writing that 
help to engage the reader. There will be a continued 
emphasis on embedding handwriting, spelling, and 
punctuation and grammar skills in all our writing. We 
will have daily comprehension lessons where we will 
continue to develop our skills of retrieval, inference 
and prediction. On a daily basis, we will dedicate some 
time to reading our class book, to create a community 
of readers.  

 Challenge yourself to read a series of 
books from book one until the last book.  
Recommended series’ 
Harry Potter 
The Magic Faraway Tree 
The Chronicles of Narnia 

 Listening to the news: can you bring in an 
interesting news item to present to the 
class? CBBC Newsround has a YouTube 
channel you could enjoy!  

 Write your own story/picture book and 
bring it in to share with the class  

Maths 
We will begin the term by exploring multiplication and 
division. We will learn to multiply and divide by 10 and 
100 as well as factor pairs. Then, we will learn how to 
multiply and divide using written methods as well as 
the most efficient way of doing this. 
 
We will learn how to multiply and divide using formal 
written methods of column multiplication and bus 
stop method for division. We will understand what 
scaling is and how it can be applied to multiplication 
and division. Then we will move onto measurements, 
looking at length, perimeter and area. 

After this, we will then recognise fractions, including 
equivalent fractions. We will explore what a mixed 
number is, how to order these, and how to turn these 
into improper fractions. After this, we will compare 
and order fractions and calculate fractions of an 
amount. Then we will add and subtract fractions.  

We will then move on to our topic of decimals, 
exploring tenths and hundreds. We will be able to 
place these on a number knowledge and use our 
knowledge of place value to divide 1 and 2 digit 
numbers by 100. 

We will use our reasoning and problem solving skills to 
answer mathematical questions. We will reflect back 
on addition, subtraction and place value and will apply 
it to our new topics. There will be a continued focus 
on fast mental recall and use of multiplication and 
division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12.  

 Revise your number bonds up to 20, 50 
and 100. 

 Practice your times tables up to 12 x 12 – 
all children have a TT Rock Stars account 
to support this which can be accessed 
from: 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school
/student/70062 

 If you are unsure about using TTRS, 
please contact the school and we will be 
happy to assist.  

 Use ‘Hit the Button’ to practice their 
Times Tables. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/hit-the-button  
 

 Remember, there is a standardised times 
table test at the end of Year 4. This test 
will primarily focus on the 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 
and 12 times tables.  

 
 We will be checking weekly, to see your 

child’s progress on TT Rock Stars.   
  



Topic 
In Spring term one our topic focuses on the Polar 
Regions. We will look at what climate is like in the 
polar regions, some physical geography of Greenland 
and also research how humans live in the polar 
regions. We will learn about the effects that humans 
are having on the polar regions as well as what is 
being done to protect the polar regions. In spring two, 
we will study what Britain was like after the Romans 
left. We will investigate the reasons why the Anglo 
Saxons came to Britain and how society was organised 
in Saxon Britain and what life was like during this era. 
In our Art lessons we will be using landscape and 
animal pictures as a starting point to develop drawings 
through experimentation and textile-based techniques 
to design a repeating pattern suitable for fabric.  In DT 
We will examine a range of textile products with 
various stitching, joins, finishers and fastenings. We 
will explore and practice a range of stitching 
techniques and will learn how to use a textile product 
to create a paper pattern using 2D shapes. We will 
design, make and evaluate a Viking bag. In science we 
will start by learning about living things and their 
habitats looking at classification keys and moving onto 
learning about food chains and their impact on our 
eco-system. We will continue to practice using 
accurate scientific vocabulary to enhance our 
understanding of our topic. We will complete a range 
of practical experiments to explore scientific ideas. In 
RE we will be learning about Sikhism. We will learn 
about Gods, key beliefs, daily life, rites of passage, 
pilgrimages and holy places. During PE lessons we will 
be improving our dance skills and techniques. We will 
work to develop our coordination, teamwork and 
practical game skills through hockey and later 
athletics. 

 Take a visit to a wildlife park or zoo. You 
can also take a virtual look at some 
animals though live cameras at some of 
the biggest zoos.  
https://www.mangolinkcam.com/webca
ms/zoos/edinburgh-zoo.html  

 Practice using the topic vocabulary by 
sharing your learning with your family - 
show off your knowledge organiser and 
explain what you have learnt.          
 

 Put ‘for children’ after your search topic 
and use search engines such as Swiggle, 
Kid Rex or Safe Search UK to keep 
children safe and bring up appropriate 
information. 

Our class expectations 

Every day 
 Arrive at school on time - 8.45 
 Wear the correct uniform - both school uniform and PE kit. 
 Have a positive attitude to learning! 

Every week 
 Complete and hand in homework to your class teacher 
 Read at home at least five times, and record this in your reading record 
 Learn spellings and the related spelling rule in preparation for spelling test on Friday 
 Wear the correct school PE kit on your class PE day.  

Hazel – Wednesday and Thursday 
Hornbeam – Monday and Friday 

 Practice weekly times table ready for maths facts test on Friday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Expectation 
All children should be reading at home at least five times per week. Books should be brought into school every day.  
 
Parents/carers should be signing reading records at least five times per week to show when reading has been done. 
Reading records should be brought into school every day.  

 
 
 
 
 
Reading tracker and competition 
We are running a whole school reading competition. Teachers are tracking how many times pupils in their class have 
their reading records signed each week. These figures are then added to our reading race board and the class that 
has their reading records signed the most in a term wins the reading trophy.  
 
There are also individual prizes to be won so get reading and signing.  
 
Reading record signed 50 times: School book mark 
Reading record signed 75 times: Reading book 
Reading record signed 100 times: Gold pin for jumper 
Reading record signed 150 times: Medal  
Reading record signed 250 times: Trophy 
Reading record signed 300 times: Tea party with the headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Homework 

Week 
commencing 

Topic based skills homework Spellings Maths 

8th – 12th Jan 
24 
Due date 10th 
January 

Science 
Research your favourite animal and create a fact-file 
about its natural habitat. Where does it live? Why 
does it live there? What does it eat and drink? Where 
does it get its food from? What is important for it to 
be able to survive? Could it survive anywhere else? 
 
Use the following websites to inform your research or 
ask to borrow books from school. 
 
www.wildlifetrusts.org 
www.wildlifewatch.org.uk 
www.rspb.org.uk 
  

List 1 4x tables and division facts 
up to 12 
 

 

15th – 19th Jan 
24 
Due date 17th 
January 

Life Skills 
It is important to recognise acts of kindness 
Create a poster showing different ways of being kind. 
Include: 
Heading 
Illustrations 
Short sentences/phrases 

List 2 8x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
 

 

22nd – 26th Jan 
24 
Due date 24th  
January 

Geography 
Do some research and write a report answering the 
following questions 

1. What are some of the challenges affecting our 
frozen environments? 

2. What are some of the wildlife that live in the 
frozen environments? 

3. What is being done to help the frozen 
environments? 

 
You can use this website to guide you: 
https://www.wwf.org.uk/where-we-work/frozen-
environments 
 
Include a main title, subheadings, information written 
in paragraph/bullet point form, illustrations to 
support your content 

List 3 
  

2x tables and division facts 
up to 12 
4x tables and division facts 
up to 12 
(take note of the connection 
between these timetables) 
 

 

29th Jan – 1st 
Feb 24 
Due date 31st  
January 

RE 
Using your knowledge organiser, answer the following 
questions about Sikhism. 

1. How many God’s to Sikhs pray to? 
2. What 5 articles of clothing to Sikhs wear? 
3. What does the word Gudwara mean? 

List 4 
  

4x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
8x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
(take note of the connection 
between these timetables) 
 



4. What is a Rumala? 

 

5th – 9th Feb  
24 
Due date 7th 
February 

Reading 
Take a book from the book corner home and write a 
book review for us to photocopy and add to the book 
corner for other children in the class to see – present 
this as a poster.  
What is the title of the book? 
Who is the author of the book? 
Did you enjoy the book? 
Who was your favourite character? 
What was the book about? 
Would you recommend this book to someone else?  
Give the book a star 
rating.  

List 5 
·  

3x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
 

 

HALF TERM: 
12.2.24- 
16.2.24 

Enjoy your holiday! 
  
  

20th – 23rd Feb  
24 
Due date 21st 
February 

PE – Games 
Create/adapt a game to play with your friends on the 
playground.  
Write a set of instructions to go with the game that 
you have thought of.  
Include: 
A title for your game 
The recommended number of players 
The skill your game is developing 
Step by step instructions to playing 
A set of game rules 
  

List 6 
  

4x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
 

 



26th – 1st Mar  
24 
Due date 28th  
February 

History 
Do some research on Sutton Hoo – what is it? Why is 
it important?  
Combine your history and art skills. Draw a landscape 
picture of Sutton Hoo and write a short descriptive 
paragraph about its significance to the Anglo-Saxon 
period.    

List 7 
  

8x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
 

 

4th – 8th Mar  
24 
Due date 6th  
March 

PE – Dance  
Learn part of a traditional dance of the country your 
family originally came from? 
Share what you have learned with the rest of the 
class.  
Try to know the name of the dance and the country 
from which it originates.   

List 8 
  

2x tables and division facts 
up to 12 
4x tables and division facts 
up to 12 
(take note of the connection 
between these timetables) 
 

 

11th – 15th Mar  
24 
Due date 13th  
March 

Life Skills 
We all have a part to play in our local community. 
Create a poster which shows how we can be good 
citizens within our local community.  
How can we look after it? How can we contribute to 
it?  
Include: 
A title 
Illustrations 
Short sentences/phrases   

List 9 
  

4x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
8x tables and division facts up 
to 12 
(take note of the connection 
between these timetables) 
 

 

18th – 22nd  
Mar  24 
Due date 20th   
March 

MFL 
Fill in the missing words and draw a picture to match 
each one  
 
French Word          English Translation 
La voiture  The car 

L’avion The plane 

Le bateau The boat 

Le bus The bus 

List 10 
  

Revise 10,5,2,3,4,8 timetables 
up to 12  
 

 



Le train The train 

La moto The motorbike 

Le camion The truck 

  

25th – 28th   
Mar  24 
Due date 27th   
March 

Reading/Writing 
Become an author 
Write a horror story using this picture as a stimulus 
for your writing 
Include: 
A title for your story 
A beginning, middle and end 
Characters 
Plot of the story 

 

List 11 Revise 10,5,2,3,4,8 division facts 
up to 12  
 

 

EASTER 
HOLIDAYS 

Project: Make an Anglo-Saxon Roundhouse  
Here are some ideas but you can be as creative as you would like! 

 

  

 
Your topic homework not be marked, but will be celebrated in class. 
Your spellings and maths facts will be tested every week in school, so that you can see how you are improving.   
Of course, the learning does not have to stop here: we would love you to continue their learning at home in any way 
you feel you would like to, and we are always happy to hear about extra facts you’ve found out, listen to stories 
you’ve written or how you might have cracked the next times table set you need to work on.  Learning never stops! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling lists for the Spring Term  

Year 4 

Week 1  Week 2   Week 3  Week 4  Week 5  Week 6 
January 
February 
March 
April 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
May 
month 

question 
reign 
separate 
strange 
woman/women 
strength 
therefore 
though 
thought 
through 

adoration 
admiration 
imagination 
differentiation 
damnation 
information 
preparation 
concentration 
taxation 
sensation 

basically 
kindly 
slowly 
loudly 
crossly 
quietly 
angrily 
gently 
simply 
humbly 

treasure 
creature 
nature 
leisure 
puncture 
pleasure 
furniture 
adventure 
literature 
mixture 

poisonous 
famous 
enormous 
glamorous 
outrageous 
dangerous 
various 
jealous 
vigorous 
serious 

Spelling Rule:  
Common words 
from Key Stage 
1 and setting 
nonnegotiables. 
Days of the 
week and 
months of the 
year. 
• The word list 
should be 
introduced on 
Monday and 
revisited 
throughout the 
week. 
• Children 
should learn the 
meanings and 
be able to apply 
these words in 
sentences. 

Spelling Rule:  
Year 3/4 
Statutory word 
list 
• Words from 
the Year 3/4 
Statutory word 
list should be 
introduced on 
Monday and 
revisited 
throughout the 
week. 
• Relate to 
phonics and 
identify tricky 
bits 
• Develop word 
families where 
appropriate. 
• Children 
should learn 
the meanings 
and be able to 
apply these 
words in 
sentences. 
• Use 
dictionaries to 
find meanings. 

Spelling Rule:  
Suffix -ation 
The suffix –ation is 
added to verbs to form 
nouns. The rules 
already learnt still 
apply. 

Spelling Rule: 
The suffix –ly 
is added to an 
adjective to 
form an 
adverb. The 
rules already 
learnt still 
apply. The 
suffix –ly 
starts with a 
consonant 
letter, so it is 
added 
straight on to 
most root 
words. 
Exceptions: 
(1) If the root 
word ends in –
y with a 
consonant 
letter before 
it, 
the y is 
changed to i, 
but only if the 
root word has 
more than 
one syllable. 
(2) If the root 
word ends 
with –le, the –
le is changed 
to –ly. 
(3) If the root 
word ends 
with –ic, –ally 
is added 
rather than 
just –ly, 
except in 
the word 
publicly. 

Spelling Rule:  
Children will 
have visited 
‘ure’ as a 
phoneme. 
• Encourage 
them to count 
phonemes as 
revision 
• Encourage 
them to listen 
to the sounds 
in the middle of 
the 
words. 
The ending 
sounding like 
/ʒə/ is always 
spelt –sure. The 
ending 
sounding like 
/tʃə/ is often 
spelt –ture, but 
check 
that the word is 
not a root word 
ending in (t)ch 
with an er 
ending – 
e.g. teacher, 
catcher, richer, 
stretcher. 

Spelling Rule: 
Sometimes 
the root word 
is obvious and 
the usual rules 
apply 
for adding 
suffixes 
beginning 
with vowel 
letters. 
Sometimes 
there is no 
obvious root 
word. –our is 
changed to –
or before – 
ous is added. 
A final ‘e’ of 
the root word 
must be kept 
if the 
/dʒ/ sound of 
‘g’ is to be 
kept. If there 
is an /i:/ 
sound before 
the –ous 
ending, it is 
usually spelt 
as i, but a few 
words have e 

 



 

Week 7  Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 
March 
woman/ women 
differentiation 
hesitantly 
leisure 
crossly 
capture 
Thursday 
suppose 
serious 

green 
white 
eighty 
three 
twelve 
blue 
orange 
turquoise 
four 
eleven 

actual(ly) 
appear 
bicycle 
build 
calendar 
address 
arrive 
breath 
busy 
caught 

corrosion 
mansion 
pension 
session 
occasion 
division 
decision 
mission 
submission 
version 

expression 
permission 
action 
expression 
permission 
extension 
musician 
invention 
hesitation 
tension 

Spelling Rule:  
Review and 
assessment of 
spelling taught 
this half term. 
• Common Words 
– Words children 
are expected to 
spell 
correctly at all 
times. Statutory 
word list and 
adding prefixes 
and suffixes to 
these where 
appropriate 
• The Suffix –
ation 
• The Suffix –ly 
• Words with 
endings sounding 
like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/ -
ure 
• The Suffix –ous 

Spelling Rule:  
Common words 
from Key Stage 1 
and setting non-
negotiables. 
Days of the week 
and months of the 
year. 
• The word list 
should be 
introduced on 
Monday and 
revisited 
throughout the 
week. 
• Children should 
learn the 
meanings and be 
able to apply these 
words in 
sentences. 

Spelling rule: 
Year 3/4 Statutory 
word list 
• Words from the Year 
3/4 Statutory word list 
should be 
introduced on Monday 
and revisited 
throughout the week. 
• Relate to phonics and 
identify tricky bits 
• Develop word families 
where appropriate. 
• Children should learn 
the meanings and be 
able to apply these 
words in sentences. 
• Use dictionaries to 
find meanings. 

Spelling rule: 
Endings which sound 
like /ʒən/ 
• Make sure meaning is 
established. 
• Look at word families 
– divide, division 
• Challenge to find 
more words 
• If the ending sounds 
like /ʒən/, it is spelt as 
–sion. 

Spelling rule: 
Endings which 
sound like /ʃən/, 
spelt –tion, – sion, 
–ssion, – cian. 
Strictly speaking, 
the suffixes are –
ion and –ian. Clues 
about 
whether to put t, s, 
ss or c before these 
suffixes often 
come from the last 
letter or letters of 
the root word. –
tion is the most 
common spelling. 
It is used 
if the root word 
ends in t or te. –
ssion is used if the 
root word ends in 
ss or – 
mit. –sion is used if 
the root word ends 
in d or se. 
Exceptions: attend 
– 
attention, intend – 
intention. –cian is 
used if the root 
word ends in c or 
cs. 

 

Challenge: Earn yourself some extra house points! 

1 House Point –  whilst learning each spelling list every week, could your child choose five of the words and put them 
into five separate interesting sentences.                                                                                                                                                                         


