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New Town Risk Assessment for School Dog

	Hazard
	Person/s who might be harmed
	Likelihood of risk

graded

1 - 5
	Severity of risk

graded 1 - 4
	Overall risk

Score

1-20
	Risk controls in place
	Further action

	Bites and scratches
	Staff, pupils and handlers
	1
	3
	3
	· Children are taught how to manage Rosie

· Children are gentle with Rosie

· Rosie is not overstressed

· Rosie’s claws are clipped regularly 
	· Length of time with the dog is limited

· Handlers watch for signs of Rosie becoming stressed

	Germs
	Staff, pupils and handlers
	2
	3
	6
	· Rosie is vaccinated, wormed, and treated for fleas

· Rosie is brushed before her visit

· All staff and pupils are required to wash their hands after contact with Rosie
· Handlers clear up dog urine and faeces promptly and dispose of this safely - pupils are told to stay away

· Rosie is not taken anywhere near food preparation areas
· People do not eat around Rosie

	· Vaccination programme followed annually
· Rosie is kept clean and groomed

· Poo bags supplied to school

	Allergies
	Staff and pupils
	5
	3
	15
	· We seek parental permission for children to interact with Rosie
· Rosie is kept in specified rooms and children with allergies do not access those spaces
· Rosie does not go into classroom spaces
· Children with allergies are kept away from Rosie when she is being taken through communal areas
	· Record kept of children unable to interact with Rosie

	Phobias 
	Staff and pupils
	5
	1
	5
	· Contact with Rosie is optional and agreed in advance
· Parental permission is received before engagement
	· Record kept of children unable to interact with Rosie

	Barking
	Staff and pupils
	5
	1
	5
	· The school community will be informed of a dog being on site

· Children will be told what to expect

· Social stories will be shared with children and on the school website
	· Handlers watch for signs of Rosie becoming stressed and encourage her not to bark where possible

	Children being rough with the dog
	Pupils, dog
	1
	3
	3
	· Children understand they must be careful around Rosie not to excite her or make her nervous. 

· Children are not to walk Rosie without an adult. 
· Children who do not show suitable behaviour repeatedly, will not interact with Rosie
	· Children taught how to behave around Rosie
· Walking Rosie might be part of an ELSA session

	Activities and games involving the dog
	Staff, pupils, dogs and handlers
	1
	3
	3
	· Handler(s) remain with Rosie at all times when children are present
· We check with the handler(s) and set a limit for the number of children who can interact with Rosie at once. No more than 3.
· Handler(s) clean up urine and faeces

· School staff remove children who misbehave or upset Rosie
· Time limit set on activities as recommended by handlers, so Rosie does not get over-tired
	· Repeat offenders of negative behaviours will not be able to interact with Rosie until behaviours are improved

	Children misbehaving 
	Pupils, dog and handlers
	2
	3
	6
	· Children are told in advance what to expect and how to behave

· School staff are ready to remove children who misbehave or upset Rosie
	· Repeat offenders of negative behaviours will not be able to interact with Rosie until behaviours are improved

	Damage caused to school materials, equipment and the school site
	Dog
	1
	2
	2
	· Dog remains on a lead at all times unless secure in the Skylight room
· Dog is kept in secured rooms, with closed doors, a child gate, or both
· Handlers bring suitable toys if necessary

· Rosie is fully house trained

· Rosie is not allowed to chew things other than her toys
	· Rosie will continue to be trained in how to access new objects and toys.

	Children giving the wrong food to the dog
	Dog
	1
	2
	2
	· Children understand that only the dog’s treats can be given to Rosie
· Rosie does not have her main meals in school
· Rosie has no allergies 
· Children are always supervised when spending time with Rosie
	· All meals will be taken at home

	Human contamination
	Dog, pupils, staff, handlers
	1
	3
	3
	· Disposable gloves will be worn when cleaning any animal mess
· Dog mess will be collected in poo bags and disposed of immediately

· Any mess left on the floor will be cleaned away

· Rosie will be taken outside when she needs to urinate or pass faeces
	· Gloves and bags will provided to school

	Fire at the school
	Dog
	1
	5
	5
	· Rosie wears a collar

· Rosie’s lead is kept accessible

· The handler will follow the school evacuation procedure
· Rosie will be carried or led to the evacuation point and will stand away from pupils
	· The handler will follow the school evacuation procedure

	Dehydration
	Dog
	1
	5
	5
	· Water will be available at all times

· Water will be refreshed daily
	· The handler will supervise the children giving Rosie water

	Dog being lose in the car
	Dog, owner
	1
	5
	5
	· Rosie will have a seat belt harness when in the car
	· The handler will transport Rosie safely to and from school daily

	Dog getting tired
	Dog
	1
	3
	3
	· Rosie will not be expected to be with children all day.

· Rosie will have regular rest periods throughout the day

· Rosie will have a quiet space to sleep in Skylight room
· Rosie will not come into school every day
	· Rosie will be left at home on a day that she is too tired

	Dog being alone in skylight when the handler is otherwise occupied
	Dog
	3
	2
	6
	· Handler will ensure that the gate is closed and the door is locked

· Rosie is used to being left alone
· Double gates will be set up in skylight so that she cannot escape
	· Rosie will remain at home on a day that the handler has excessive meetings
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