Year 6 Spring Term

ary School

ew y
Nurturing Brilliance, Inspiring Ambition

Geography- What makes South America Unique?

South America is a continent of extremes. It is home to the world’s largest
river as well as the world’s driest place. It’s physical features include: moun-
tains, river basins, rainforests and coastal plains. With an unparalleled number
of plant and animal species, South America’s rich biodoversity is unique among
the world’s continents.

The Amazon is the world’s largest tropical rainforest.
Covering over 5.5 million square kilometres.

The Amazon is in South America, spanning across
many countries including Brazil, Bolivia and Peru
e The Amazon Basin is in the equatorial region
which is hot and humid all year.

Running through the north of the rainforest is
the Amazon River - a network of many hundreds
of waterways.

* The Amazon has an incredibly rich ecosystem —
there are around 40,000 plant species, 1,300 bird
species, 3,000 types of fish, 430 mammals and
2.5 million different insects.

e This area of immense natural beauty plays an

important role in limiting climate change.

* Deforestation is one of the major issues
effecting The Amazon Rainforest.

* There are many descendants of indigenous
people living in and around the Amazon Basin.
One group of people are the caboclos, who main-
ly work as rubber-tappers, fishermen and small
farmers near the rivers' margins

Amazon basin | The part of the amazon which is
drained by the Amazon river
and its tributaries.

Rainforest A tall, dense forest which re-
ceives lots of rain. Found
oaround the equator.

Continent A large continuous mass of

Agriculture The practice of farming includ-
ing the growing of crops and
rearing of animals.

Population All the inhabitants of a particu-

Equator A line around the widest part of
the earth dividing it into the
northern and southern hemi-
sphere.

Hemisphere A half of the earth, divided by

Tributaries A stream or rive which flows

Deforestation | The action of clearing a wide
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